EARLY    YEARS
:hey become pages to be read It Is a very different
matter unless the writing is superlative. If his
travel notes had been published on his return home
such a book might have encouraged other young men
to set out abroad. But these entries, with Ms other
Memoirs, were destined to be locked up for over a
hundred and fifty years, and their Interest cannot be
compared with that of the rest of his record. The
disproportionate amount of space he gives to these
years, however, in Itself shows us the keen objective
mind bent on registering his visions of such entrancing
beauty and historical significance. The tourist and
the guide-book may have made us Intolerant of
travellers' impressions. We want to sec for ourselves
and not through other people's eyes. At any rate,
large as the proportion of pages Is which com-
prehend Evelyn's travels, they cannot be allowed to
occupy the same relative position In the story of his
life.
The journey in the Netherlands lasted from July
till October in 1641* During this visit he had his
brief experience of military service.* In company
with Garyll, his friend, he visited most of the great
towns, Delft, The Hague, Antwerp, Brussels, and
describes the sights* He bought books, prints and
pictures. At Ghent he joined Thomas Howard, Lord
Arundel, who had recently escorted Marie do Mod ids
to the continent on her way to Cologne. The British
agent or Ambassador placed coach and horses at his
disposal, and the Queen of Bohemia received him at